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WASTE DISPOSAL SYSTEM TERMPORARILY HALTED; 
NEW PROCEDURES BEING IMPLEMENTED 
As a r e s u l t o f recent changes i n d e f i n i t i o n o f hazardous and h o s p i t a l 
waste by the State Department of Public Health and the Department of 
Environmental Q u a l i t y Engineering, BUMC and over 20 h o s p i t a l s i n Boston have 
had t h e i r waste d i s p o s a l s i t e s closed t o them. The recent r e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n of 
h o s p i t a l waste m a t e r i a l s has l e d t o the c u r r e n t b u i l d u p o f t r a s h around 
U n i v e r s i t y Hospital's Evans b u i l d i n g and the Preston Family b u i l d i n g dumpsters. 
A revised BUMC waste-management program has been put i n t o e f f e c t . BUMC 
Saftey D i r e c t o r John F. demons requests t h a t a l l School of Medicine s t a f f 
members implement the f o l l o w i n g p r a c t i c e s ! 
• Trash from general o f f i c e and p u b l i c areas, i n c l u d i n g cardboard boxes 
and paper bagged i n d a i l y t r a s h pickups, as usual w i l l be handled by the 
c u s t o d i a l s t a f f . This t r a s h must not c o n t a i n sharps ( s y r i n g e s , needles or 
s c a l p e l s ) , red bags ( i n f e c t i o u s m a t e r i a l s ) , white bags (chemotherapy wastes), 
or chemicals. 
• I n f e c t i o u s m a t e r i a l s from research labs and c l i n i c a l l a b s , i n c l u d i n g 
blood and other specimens, t i s s u e , dressings, and other contaminated 
disposable a r t i c l e s such as p e t r i e dishes and c u l t u r e b o t t l e s , should be 
placed i n red bags. Members of the c u s t o d i a l s t a f f w i l l handle these bags 
v^ith care, and dispose separately. No sharps can be disposed o f i n red bags. 
• Needles, syringes and other sharps should be packaged i n red "sharps" 
c o n t a i n e r s , a v a i l a b l e from M a t e r i a l s D i s t r i b u t i o n . Custodial personnel w i l l 
dispose o f t h i s m a t e r i a l as r e q u i r e d . 
• Chemotherapy wastes from the Pharmacy and p a t i e n t areas w i l l be stored 
i n l abeled white bags and handled c a u t i o u s l y by c u s t o d i a l personnel. 
• Radioactive m a t e r i a l and animals w i l l continue t o be handled separately 
from the "o r d i n a r y " t r a s h . 
For f u r t h e r s p e c i f i c i n f o r m a t i o n , contact the l a b o r a t o r y d i r e c t o r f o r your 
area. 
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